
Reader Response Journals 

You will be asked to complete a journal response to some of the literature we read. You will be 

allowed to choose from the following prompts, or, on occasion, I will assign a specific prompt. You 

must use each prompt at least once, and no one prompt more than three times. Please be sure to 

put your NAME, DATE and TITLE on the top of each reading response entry. 

 Personal Connection: Does something about the text remind you of something in your own 

life? Explain how you can relate to the characters, conflicts, setting, or any aspect of the 

story.  

 Judgment: Examine a character’s actions, values, behavior, etc. with which you disagree. 

What is happening? Why is the character thinking/acting this way? What do you see wrong 

with it? Why? What would you suggest as a preferable response/behavior/value? 

 Playing with Form: Take one of the themes from the literature and create something which 

reflects that theme. Some ideas include: comic strip, poem, illustration or a short scene 

between two people.  

 Literary Devices: List and explain the use of specific literary devices in the literature. Does 

the author use allusion? When and why? Do you see a lot of similes? What purpose do they 

serve? List as many devices as you want. 

 Character Comparison: Compare a character from the literature to a character from 

another text we have read. What are the similarities? Differences? Which character do you 

admire more and why? Reflect on each characters’ traits and how they are important to the 

plot.  

 Point-of-View: Reflect on which point-of-view the literature is written in. How does this 

affect the plot? How would the story change if it was written in a different point-of-view? 

Give examples. (For example: how would Harry Potter be different if it was told from 

Malfoy’s point-of-view?) 

 Characterization: Choose one character and discuss how the author characterizes him or 

her. What is this character like? How do you know? Consider direct and indirect 

characterization. Use textual evidence to support your claims. Go beyond the obvious. 

 A Letter to Mrs. Osborne: Write me a formal letter detailing what you think about the 

literature and why. Consider: do you find it hard to read? Too easy? Hate the plot, but love 

the characters? Please go beyond surface thinking and really explain to me what you think. 

FAQs: 

How long does each entry need to be?  

 I will be looking for thoughtful, thorough entries. This is an honors class and your work 

should reflect that. One half-page, scribbled entry does not reflect honors work. 

How will we be graded on this? 

 I will look at random journals once a week. Also, on occasion I will ask you to take your 

journal home, pick one entry, expand it and type it to turn in the next class. These will be counted as 

formal writings and will be graded as such. 



  


